
AGVISE was Founded in April 

of 1976 by Dr. Ed Lloyd

Plant Pathologist from NDSU



The Original Focus of AGVISE was.

1. Crop Consulting

• Field Scouting

• Soil Sampling

2. Field Research



Samples Sent to the 

NDSU lab Fargo

(Fall 1976)

Results 4 to 6  Weeks Later

To

Lab

From

Lab

Why Did Dr.

Lloyd Start a 

Soil Testing Lab?

Ed’s Thoughts “poor service” 

Maybe I should start a lab?”



First AGVISE Building
(now Valley Oil)

Bob Deutsch



Bob Deutsch was hired to 
start the Soil Testing 

Laboratory - April 1, 1976



New Building 
Winter Feb 1978



Open house March 1979



1979



Benson MN Lab 

Building Expanded many 

times – now test >250,000 

soil samples/year



Northwood Laboratory Offered 

Crop Consulting and Soil Sampling

AGVISE discontinued Crop Consulting and 

Soil Sampling for Growers in 1988.

AGVISE discontinued Soil Sampling for Dealers in 1989



Dec 1996– Fire!!



Following the Fire, Dr Lloyd sold his

interest in the laboratory division of

AGVISE to the Employees.



New Northwood Laboratory

completed summer 1997

Continued Growth 97-2007



Mother Nature Strikes Northwood!!!

F-4 Tornado August 2007

The Morning After



Did you find those samples

I was going to test today??





Temporary Laboratory 
Goes up within two 

Weeks



New Laboratory completed 

Summer 2008



Most Modern Soil Testing 

Laboratory In This Region





Thank You for
Your Support

Over the Years!!
John Lee


